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elegime 1o the Wild
West, You'll find
plenty uf open
space, endless blue sky and an
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Aprpalese 1o helge you engoy the

ride. Just don’t mind the me-
digval vallages and legendary

TFroench coisine you'll ereounter
along the tnual, After all, this 1y
Aweron. France, heme of Appa-
lnoesa enthusiasts Plerse and
Alarie Maupas.

Thearr G, Poeche Moyl
1= an idyllic destination for
those sesking 1w rediscover the
heauty and peace of a hyvgone
arn Bt omidst rolling hills ansd
green pasiunes, ivs lecated in tle historic regicoon of Aveyron in
somthwastern Frimee Here, Piorre and Marie, along sith ther
children Elodie, Bemi and Frangois, have created their awn
version of the American West, complete with Appaloosa dude
strang, eattle drives and roping and reining evenis.

Punche Mtl:.rnucli i% 4 Wastirn-
themed wea rh:iug dude ranclh.

Bonjour, Appaloosas

Each vear, from April o Novembern, the Moapozes weloome
vigitars who slkare their passion for horses and the grear our-
donrs, Most cinme o savont the weestiern lavor of Paerha
Mayanade, but ey won't hnd a bunkhouse ar a cockshack when
ey wrrivee Pueche Movaade is a thres-star establishownt offer-
g a vanety of amenities 1o sui its guests, Forenmosr anong
hem is the family home, construsted by monks bebween the
1ith and 15tk centuries. ['s a local landmark, boale oo swone
foundation with walls up to theee Feet chick, and interiors ave
bean cavrehally sestored wond wpalined.

After a dav of activicy, guests can relax on the terrace or take
a lesorely svmll azenatd e gromads, Even the barms ane areha-
teenrally interesting, built with stone or 2olid oak framing, one
1 ghey slenpe o the ball of aon aploraed boar,

Fucche Maynade is also a working farm, located inan arca
kreswent For its cattly and horses. Situated on o vast Tmestone
plateau, the grass is plennifal and agriculture is a primary
gorsreg of incomne for locnd residents, Trditional French brevds
include Anglo-Arahs and wanublooded Sclle-Frangaises.
Eecently, however, Appoloosss ate becoming more populor,
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thanks in Jarge part w the edueational and promotional offosos of
bregders like the Mawpazes.

The Maupases parnchased their frst Appaloosa just three vears
ager. hnpressed by the breed's cihn mud willing nature, aed range
of cxtravagant color, Fierre decided to seak the connsel of an ex
pert betore becoming invalved in breeding.

“1 give thanks to Mr. Didier Constants, former president of the
ApHC in Franee, for fis good aivice and assistnee in helping me
tind the Appalocsas of which U'in so prosd todo,” savs Piere.

A purposeful plan

wwvemts. The Genn offers excellent facilines for beginning and al
vaneed riders nlike, including o lorge reining arena, o fenced
seholing arena amd a permancen? il conrse

A working vacation

The farnily prides iself en tailoring eguestriang activities 1o suit
the intercsts of s goests. and there's plenty to do. Adventurmns
vpes G take part in the Grm's cantle drives, warking the herds
on the 280 aeres surrounding the farm. IF the open mad beckons,
Fieree, who's alzo a certified guide. can arrange teks Lasting o o
seven davs in the Aveyron countryside for which he believes
Appaloosas are capecially wellzuited.

Pievre carefully built & [
breecing progrant that now in.
cludes 32 registersd Appa-
lonzas, most of which are
home-heed. Four of his mares
were imported from the
Ustitedt Srieres, with blooilines
traving to Eoman's Strasanan,
Calida, Goer wmd 2kip's Shan-
moan. Two recent addiigns -
clide the veung stallions
ateam Foller Ghost, a 3ovear-
old By Ghost Of Boss, and
Impish Shaonon, the all-
arvuazd grand champion at
Tonlouse in 19594,

Fieree iz g dedicated breed-
er. constantly workang o im-
prove the quality of his siock.
Future planz call for a trip to
Denver, Coloradoe, where
he’ll attend the Xaricnal
Western Srock 3low and
Appalonsa slow, Uhere, el
weet ol talk with Awmerican
brecders, compling a list of
vantavis he can work with to
add mare tapored horscs
his program in the yvears
altead. Also i che works are
plans to crter more competi-
tions Back home 1o showease
the Manpas® borses.

Apgaloosas are now an inte
#ral part of the farm’s busi-
ness. Al of the riding horses
are well-sehoaled by profos-
saonal western trainer Ovrlle
Farnier, whe also works with
the farme's gueses. Flodie, 13,
and Rert, 11, bath ride amd
are active in vouth Appalooss

tural heritage.
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Trekkers explaring the Aveyren counteyside abeard thaoir
Appolecsos encaunter ancient villagos and a rich oroiitee-

Evan the borns af Fueche Meyrode ore architeciurally inferesting.

The scenery is among 1he
fincst in France, A local guide
ok sbescribes Avevinm as
a land of stone, water, gorges,
villiews, lakes and rivers, nll
batled i sunlight under a ra-
diant skv,” Fierre adds tha
the arca is ideal for exploring.
"o with anciene villages and
rich architeciural heritage.”
Riders can wisic the hizioris
towns of Relepstel, Ezpalion
Aud Congues. eacl with their
Wil unigpae atfractions and
picturesgue vistas. Trekking
is also a perfect way fo mingle
with the locals. Al div’s end,
trekkess ame weloomned ata In
cal farmhouse where they
neeel the Bamily, share a deli.
cionus onte-conked meal and
erguy @ good night's sl

Upon their return oo
Pueche Mavnade, guests may
choose 1w explore the neachy
towen of Bodez an foot, Built
in the 131h cenoury and
known for its outstanding
examples of gothie architac.
ture, Fodex 15 a true gem. [o
hoasts 1s own Notre Do
cathedeal wath an impressive
belfry oftering comnuanding
views of the countryside

W guesiz are back home
time for dirmer, chances arc
W b prepared By Mare A
dactor Ty profession, Xarie i
alza an avid chef whe special-
izes i trditional Frepch
cooking. She wializes dnly
Fresb ingredients, most af
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These 1999 fools corry the bloodlines of Roeman's Strawman,
Colido, Goer ond Skip’s Shannon.
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which are grown on the farm
or provided by Incal suppliers.
A tvpical meal might include
cheese made from the milk
of the farm’s herd of Brown
Swiss cows, Also available
ar¢ a varicty ot wines from
nearby Marcillae, an aren
renowned for its vinevards.
For the French and Euro
pean clientele who visit,
Pueche Mavnade 15 some. -

thing from another world, ———

the world of the Amencan West. People who come from
large citics enjoy breathing the fresh air and 1aking in the ox-
pansive vistas,

“The French have long been fascinated by the western cowboy
culture,” savs Arnaud Menesson, a retired French busmessman
who now lives on a ranch in Bend, Oregon. “It's every execu-
tive’s dream to put on a cowboy hat and ride the open range.”

At Pueche Mavnade, the Maupases have made their own
dream a reality. Best of all, Pierre savs they're willing to share
it with anvone who has the same visions,

“If you're looking for simplicity, conviviality and authentici-
ty, and wish ta share your love of Appaloosas and the pleasures
of western riding, then the Pueche Maynade tcam is willing o
share our home, our family and our friends,” conchules Pierze,

Welcome to the Wild West.” &

Pueche Maynode's family home was built by manks between
the 11th end 15th cenluring.

The interier of the Moupes fomily’s home has been carefully
rastared and updeled.
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